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This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining Authority 
and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 



. sheets, including this cover sheet. 



1 I This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e.. sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings which have been 
' — ' amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority (see Rule 



70. 1 6 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 
These annexes consist of a total of sheets. 
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I DKl Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industria£5f»plicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



InteWRonal application No. 

PCT/JP98/04471 



I. Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
the international application as originally filed 
the description: 

pages 

pages 

pages 



□ 



. as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



□ 



the claims: 

pages 

pages 

pages 
pages 



. as originally filed 

, as amended (together with any statement under Article 19 

, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



□ 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages 
pages 



, as originally filed 



, filed with the demand 



, filed with the letter of 



1 j the sequence listing part of the description: 
pages 
pages 
pages 



as originally filed 



filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the language in which 
the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

1 1 the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23. 1(b)). 
1 1 the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

1 1 the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 55.2 and/ 
or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the international 
preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

contained in the international application in written form. 

filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 
international application as filed has been furnished. 

The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing has 
been furnished. 
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The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

1 I the description, pages 

the claims. Nos. 

I 1 the drawings, sheets/fig 



^ I I This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
1 — 1 beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to 
in this report as "originally filed " and are not annexed to this report since thev do not contain amendments (Rule 70.16 
and 70. 17). 

** Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-33 



1-33 



1-33 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations 
Claims 1-33 

Document 1: JP, 7-212893, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co, Ltd.), 1 1 August, 1995 (1 1.08.95) 
Document 2: JP, 52-153725, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co, Ltd.), 21 December, 1977 (21 .12.77) 
Document 3: JP, 4-58698, A (Matsushita Electric Industrial Co, Ltd.), 25 February, 1992 (25.02.92) 

There are no disclosures or suggestions in any of documents 1-3 cited in the ISR concerning a signal 
processing means that generates a controlled sound signal by controlling at least one of the amplitude and 
phase of the sound signal from a sound signal source and then gives this controlled sound signal to a 
controlled sound source, the aim being to form an acoustic space that has a desired directivity by means 
of interference between the intensified sound and the controlled sound. 



Form PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998) 



P CT 



^» * m 



EP 





(85 8*, aj*fifT*i»J»40, 41ft) 
(PCT18^ PCTMIIJ43, 44) 



©SHIE^ PI 7 053-PO 


^©^K^I-o^TH:, ia»n*«#<Z>iSf+a*B*RSC(PCT/ I SA/2 2 0) 

fttfTIE 5 £&M-fZ d i o 


P CT/ J P 9 8/0 4 4 7 1 


BRUUKB 

(H.£.¥) 02 - 10 - 98 


(B.R.tf) 23. 10. 97 


mm a (ft*xtt*«o 



m^mmfcftf&Ltzz<Dm^m&m%zmmftmmm4i& (pctis^) ©a^icfti^ttHHAi-aifl-i-s, 



2 -<-v?-T?fe6c 



4. «9!©£fN4 



5. S a«A*sffittlLfcfc«)t*»-f 5. 

□ mm$|i;:^£*i-cv><5J: j£JfitfaiiJH547ft ( p CT8LHU38. 2(b)) <o«^J:9 
BRM3lE«Bfl*sf^fiJtLfc. ffllHAtt, :LWBI»araE«&<0«jS©0a»fc 1 ;&£«rtl::r 
g 5 my-**, [x] ttJSSA/i>5^L7t«tt3 , 9T-fc5o □ t£ L 

□ WBAttia4r*$/j:7J»ofc p 

«SPCT/ISA/210 (^1 -<->=) ( 1 9 9 8^7^) 



/ 



V 



mmmm 



I n t CI" HO 4 R 5/0 2 



PCT/J P98/0447 1 



B. 



«3!ES:fTojtft/MS5tft!|- (HKWlMHg (IPC) ) 

Int CI" H04R 3/00, 5/00 



B#H HfflSr^^i 1926-1998 

B#H ^M^fflfr^^ 1971-1998 
B#H Sft$£J£r£4^R 1994-1998 



C. 



A 
A 
A 



J P , 7-212893, A (ftTS^MUftsfcirft) 

11. 8/3. 1995 (1 1. 08. 95) (77 5!J^U 

JP, 52-153725, A (tfcTftg&iHtfc^ft) 

2 1. "12/3. 1977 (2 1. 12. 77) (7 7v!)-*L) 

JP, 4-58698, A (t&T«^#f£t*5£#i±) 
25. 2M. 1 9 9 2.(2 5. 02. 92) 



1-33 
1-33 
1-33 



iHB. 



tej HBRa«BWwa«*fcttWfflF-c*>5as. stasis B 

&.&iz'Jt$t£ tilth V> 
TLj «5t«|±5Slc»HtS:gjB-t-53:]BtXH:fl!l0Ai»{©5Sff 

roj psKctsw^. mm. mmmiz-mR-tzxffi. 



Tyj ^tcMiirofeSXittrfoo-T:, a^^iftfeco 1 U 
r&j [51— /^-r >h7rU — 3tflifc 



2 8. 01. 99 



mmm^n^(DW^ a q g Q2 gg 



HI»IB3lE«IHO*»&tJ ! &T5fe 

B^S^ifJf (ISA/JP) 

!§$ffi#-&§- 1 0 0-8 9 1 5 
I«ffRBES^MHTg4#3f 



5 H 



7 6 18 



fllfS#-*§- 03-3581-1 101 F*J>® 3 5 3 3 



iSPCT/I SA/2 10 (1 9 9 8^7^) 



# ft 



ti & m 




per 



TfiEG'D HJUN1939 

L. 



PG? 



(rfe^ 1 2 8iiSifT£B'JSS56&) 
C P C T 3 6 ^RtPP C TmBU70] 



tHKAXttttJSA 

P17053-P0 




BK^«*S«^^i£tt»*n (KPCT/ 
I PEA/4 1 6) *#Bai-S^ir 0 


PCT/ JP98/04471 


BRttHHB 

(J3^.^) 02. 10. 


9 8 


2 3.10.97 


HWKffl^JH (IPC) 

I n t CI 


6 H 0 4 R 5/0 2 






WBA 

teTMKSJ 









i. m^mm^mmm^^tc^iDmm^mm^n^^mnmm^^ <pct3 6&) <om^^mH-t^o 

(PCT^.1IJ70. 163StO«PCT*«fiffl9JS6 0 7 -g-#R5) 



3. 



I 


0 








n 


□ 


«** 






m 


□ 








IV 


□ 








V 




PCT 3 5*(2)^a^i-5«r«tt, 


it*tt3t i2M*-t coffj ffl nTfigtt o v ^ r <n ft 












VI 


□ 








vn 


□ 


BRttUK^fB 






vra 


□ 









17. 05. 99 


2 7.0 5.9 9 


H^H^ffir (I PEA/ J P) 

100-8915 
Hffftffl^HHTI4f3f 


ftBTff**^ (*R«>feSa*) 5V 7618 


«iS#-& 03-3581-1 101 ftjR 3 5 7 1 



i^PCT/IPEA/4 0 9 (1 9 9 8^7^) 



fr-g- PCT/JP 9 8/0 4 4 7 1 



t<Dl 



PCT&1IJ70. 16, 70. 17) 



0 uK^^sffitmsvffi 

m 

m 



m 
m 



m^mm m 



□ him 
in® 



PCTl 9*oa*f2lS<5^MiESttfc'bO 



±ia<o«SIi> TlE0>Sf»"CS>5 f£Trfe3 0 

□ n^n^co/c^tc^m $ tufc p c rmm23. i (b) mv> 5 iraR^wi^ 

□ PCT«MU48.3(b)Ki^3BB^BI<^mf& 



□ m*<z>ieh g 



^ — v 



ffil. ^*3(t5*JWfiO|B{c#iSL*ttntt3&?>i*, *«e^»f*i-So ) 



i^PCT/lPEA/4 0 9 (ffilffl) (1 9 9 8^7^) 



PCT/JP 9 8/044 7 1 



m&&xi-3.mf&±(Dfflm-5im&\z^x<K>mt5i 2& (pct35*(2» kj£«>3ila¥, 3 



mm& (n) 



li^co^ia 1-33 



(I S) 



fS#£>^l8 1-33 



mm±.<omm-sim&. < i a) 



IS*0®H 1-33 



XSMfctfKW (PCT3UUJ70.7) 



Sf3ft<E>$6ia 1-33 



3ciKl 

3C&fc3 



J P , 7-212893, A (t&TflS&MSStfci^tt) 

11. 8 J?. 1995 (11. 08. 9 5) 

JP, 52-153725, A (t&TSS&gHtfc^tt) 

2 1. 12fl. 1 9 7 7 (2 1. 1 2. 7 7) 



JP, 4-58698, A (*kTtti 



25. 2M. 1992 (2 5. 02 



9 2) 



H^*^^-e^ijfH L7c3d& 1-3 vftuc: *> , few frJ W £ J; S> 



iitPCT/IPEA/4 0 9 (SBVfflS) (1 9 9 8^7^) 





b#s tu urn 


m # 




«!» .*a*» ra* ^ ' — c?_> m&j ttj jjjim jo* 4*0* wP b&=& jajt 


ttttfli) 




OI1SAX»4^SIACO»S1E# O 1 V n C o t-> o 

(#mi-*m&. Mt*i 2& r 1 ( v o 6 — P 0 






&Tn^MM^£?%t MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. 

=P57i-85oi B*m±m$rm^±mrm i o o 6#m 

1006, Oaza Kadoma, Kadoma-shi , Osaka 571-8501 Japan 


1 


: 

06-908-1473 


06-909-0053 


^IDAtgmS^ : 


mm (m&) : 0^S Japan 


ttrr : H^H Japan 






nmWl KAKUHARI Isao 

f562-ooo5 B^m^mmmmmmm 5-15-A302 

5-15-A302, Niina, Mino-shi, Osaka 562-0005 Japan 


| | ttKSA<D*T;fca. 

fx] aaaA&ty%^#Tfes. 


caiff : B^H Japan 


#0? raw : B^H Japan 


r«ofliu:8EttL;fc«-rt\ nk(o i — , ^ ,— , , — - , — , 
mmeo^romMATJba : L]*'*™**"* 0*B*»<i-**-c«»«B [x]*ia*>* PI aeMM^tfeMB 








& & 7 82 8 #3Sdr ill* ffjg 

YAMAM0T0 Shusaku 

*T^& T540-6015 H*H*^*|Rr&**Kttia--TB 
2#2 7^ ^ y 7- 1 5ff 
Fifteenth Floor, Crystal Tower, 2-27, Shiromi 1-chome, 
Chuo-ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka 540-6015 Japan 


06-949-3910 


06-949-3915 







2. K 







^ TERM Kenichi 

T5 7 5 -0 0 1 3 B*B*BRIl?E3**T^H®^5 - 1 0 - 1 0 
5-10-10, Taharadai, Shijonawate-shi, Osaka 
575-0013 Japan 


1 1 imsa©*-?*,*. 

1 1 

1 xl WHAAOt«W*T*>a. 

| | #W#<0*T&S„ 

(ZZtZ L-ffJ&tfL£<t£ 

ft, & TlzfcjK L#tr>Z<tJ 


dn« mm) : S^S Japan 


*ff : H^S Japan 




mZi HASHIMOTO Hiroyuki 
T574-00 4 4 B^B^IE^^KTMffi 1-7-18 
1-7-18, Morofuku, Daito-shi, Osaka 
574-0044 Japan 


| | tMBAtf>*-C;fe*. 

f~xl WHAJtwiwrrfc*. 

(ZZtZ ls&£rtfLX:<b£ 

ft^TfzSSA L#t,*Z<t) 


mss rmsj : S^S Japan 


fliBFf : g Japan 






I | mKftA<o*"ca>a„ 

| | tfUKAAtf«0]4r-?fc3. 

1 1 5BW#o^ra>i. 


BIS : 


£3? (B34S) : 


»*B^toilMAtfca: □^■C«m3OT |_J *B*lfe < i-*T«fl«B □ *B«>* □ MW*E* L>t»«B 




| | 0UHA<oVcft>5. 

| | mBA&VftiW^-C**. 

1 — 1 (ZZfZ^8J&tfLA:<t£ 
ft, fU TfZiSA L#t,*Z ±) 


mm rw4S) : 


t£3r mm) : 







ttSCPCT/RO/10 1 (ffijg) (1 9 9 8^7^) 



.J K 



I I -A. IP A R I r» 04^-^1- : G I-I f- Chana, GM U 1/ tf T Gambia, EC 3S >r^T Kenya, L S h Lesotho 

JS/TW 5^ Malawi, SD ^"/V Sudan, S 2S * 7 4*9 > K Swaziland, TLJT O- <7 7? Uganda, 2: W 4?W<yLt 
Zimbabwe. A^n=? U^O h = f^|A/jftJf'J0tffltttS-CX> 5 ft&^S 

| | 12 A -=*- ^ 3^3*1- : A3N/* 7VU> — T Armenia, A 7-tf/l"<-< ^ Azerbaijan, 13 Y *<?/i,— Belarus, 

KG ^r/W^r * Kyrgyzstan, K. 2£ J&1r*7J* * V Kazakhstan, 1VTI3 *A^K^r Republic of Moldova, 3R. t-J n^T Russian 
Federation, '1' J * V* * * V Tajikistan, TM h/W* V Turkmenistan. &r/»— V *>7&tft0k&} t 4*3* &;*J&#)(39*fc#j[S 



X| E P t=r 3*^8*1- : AT st"— * h y T Austria, 13 E: ^C/U^f— Belgium, CM and X- I ^^^240«y tr> 

*s =l9 ^ 1/ Switzerland and Liechtenstein, G "V ^T'o* Cyprus, JO El K*f ^ Germany, E> K. J r> r ^r' — & Denmark, S 
*<<*1ls Spain, E~ I 7^>7>K Finland, E* Ft France, G B Uni ted Kingdom, G R ^cDis-r Greece, 

I IS T4MJ>Y Ireland, I T !)7 Italy, X- T_X /U^-feV^/P^ Luxembourg, MC ^-^a Monaco, 2SJ I— aj-^ 

Netherlands, E» "I" sKyU h yt//W Portugal, S E:^^*— Sweden, 2kXfi3 — a ys<ftft&]fo £ftfffaX&jfa(o&fr)mX&ZttL<n\& 

I 1 OA O A F> 1 tr^WF : T3 IT: 7*W«7ry Burkina Faso, EJ J -<^"V Benin, G E* W7y* Central African 
Hopublic, G O 3>=f— Congo, G I =1 — h ^;K7-^ CO ted' I voire, G fl * Is Cameroon, G A at/sKlx Gabon, 
G JNT =¥—X Guinea, IVtL. -v V Mali, MR y 9 ~T Mauritania, W E: — /W Niger, S 1ST ir*;t//U Senegal, 

TD ^t"KChad, TO h-=f- Togo, AtfT 7 V *&ft0MrtiIJftWcOji :^<-|g fffflft>>MO|9ft|grA«^IS M^MT 



1 I -A. I- T/I^<=T Albania I I LTV h7-7 Lithuania 

1 I AM T/l^ — T Armenia . I I I- T_J A*9*Z % s*f A>y Luxembourg 

I I A T * h l JT Austria ... ... | | X- V 7 4 T Latvia 

I I A CJ h7li7 Australia I I MD Republic of Moldova 

I I A 2i T-fcT/t^W ^ Azerbaijan [ 1 MG -7^3tTX*^ Madagascar 

I I 13 A aK*:=.T «^yx^^t Bosnia and Herzegovina I I iN/T PC -v>r K-=-T!0^-— =f— >* 7 T^fp® The former Yugoslav 

Republic of Macedonia 

I I B 13 s</l"< Barbados I I 3N/1 KT ^tV^vU Mongolia 

i 1 13 O *7*W)T Bulgaria \ I I MW 777^ Malawi _ 

I I IB JR. ^7'^ Brazil , | 1 >C > ^ >-=3 Mexico 

1 I IB "V s<=7J\s—*s Belarus | 1 W C3 /U^a— Norway 

I I -A. *-7*y Canada t I N Z • i?-7>K Now Zealand 

I I CM and 1^ I ^-r^M^ tf>^a^^> E* 3_ ^-7 >- K Poland 

Switzerland and Liechtenstein J [ pT ^ h ^ PortugaT""ZVZ7^^^^^^ 

1 I <^ N *m China I I Ft O A— r = T Romania 

I I <^ XJT ^-a— Cuba ; I I IR. T_J BJ/7 Russian Federation 

1 1 G m Czech Republic | | S O ^-/V Sudan 

I I I=> E: Y'JV Germany I I S ET Sweden 

I 1 I=> K 2 Denmark _ I I S G Singapore 

I I IS h — T Estonia P I S I ^B^* = T Slovenia 

I 1 IS S > Spain I \ S Kl *n^r*X Slovakia : 

I I ^ I 7^7^K Finland I I S L- ' Waf— 4 Sierra Leone 

I I G IB l£m United Kingdom I I T J Tajikistan.... 

I 1 G IS V As'ST Georgia I I XM h/U^^-^^V Turkmenistan 

I I G H ^—7- Ghana I I T 1=4. * h/t'a Turkey 

I I G T^Sl iS>MT Gambia | | T T b I) ~? V K • Trinidad and Tobago 

I I GW 3f • tT^aJ- Guinea-Bissau _ | | XJ A 9 ? 4 1~ Ukraine ] 

I I R ^ °7f7 Croatia | | XJT Q tX^>¥ Uganda 

I I y — Hungary _ fx~l XJJ S 5^(2 United States of America 

I I I XD -Y>K4*>T Indonesia 

I ) I I- Israel I I XSf V*^**? > Uzbekistan 

I I I S T-f^7^K Iceland I I V 1ST ^xhfA Viet Nam 

I I J 1^ 0 * Japan | | Y T_J :x— =/— * 7 tf^T Yugoslavia 

1 * *C !S -ir — T Kenya | | 21 *W ^>y<^x. Zimbabwe 

□ KLG ^^^^ Kyrgyzstan «T<OQtt % - <7>S^(Ofi5tf ttK:4*Vrtt^ftinoMf«lD9 k o 3tH (S 

I I 5<L R fflM Republic of Korea ft$£S?^7t 1r ZftlfrO h<DVhZ> 

□ IC 2 * t>*7^^> Kazakhstan | | 

I I X- G -fe^h • /^IsT Saint Lucia | | 

I I I- K * y • 7^7*J Sri Lanka | | 

i 1 1— E5. y^<yr Liberia 

I I X- S l/yh Lesotho | | 



( i) 
2 3 



10.97 



« 

StetofflgW^ 5fe co ftl «S 



129 126 5^ 



0^:g Japan 



(2) 

2 3 



10.97 



^291266^ 



H^S Japan 



(3) 



UEI lift* SMI 3ffi«fcl£B (IS A) 



J I 3 





4 




i . 




44 








1 0 








1 




2. 




28 




3. 


wm&<omm& 






4. 




87 







| 1 3E*wep cosfti^sf 



5. | |tfjfcffiSFg| (J:gg%VIffl<P( )tO#^«riaffii-i) 



6. [~J ssaaiJfiawffisRs: (»rk{&hl*:*»4 

' ' o) : 

9. | (8m4z&umzaa&~t&) 







f3 ^f=r& 


2?s dc+nsi tu co irc^, fry* mn 



: i^r /=x* §a >^4tag 



3. tat&OifMi: Urittm$^fc^*fill5fei-5itt«3td:Elia-CAo-C 

^w^j»ifflrttc{am$^7tfccowysD5iw^jco0 (sties) 



4. $ift%ii&m'mi i^(2)»ci£^<^.!af/x^coitafiflrtcos?Bcoa 



2. (HE 

I I SSI**,*: 
I I 



J JP 



□ 



«3cpct/ro/i o 1 o&mmm < 1 9 9 a*?7j\) 



P C T 

2%c ©I- 33* 

fig « ffl JS » 



P17053-P0 



asa -m- FT ©e JA. 4BH 



WW*-*** [T] &tf3S2c4HScl* CS] tfD^-gh) 



3. CSB!3-T-#** «^ 



95,000 



R 



T+S 



57 



* 1,300 



3 0#fc8;t5jn*ft<a*felBc MIR 1 SCW^Sc** 



55,000 R 



74,100 r 



b 1 



b 2 



129,100 



Pi 



12,700 



<±®tti 1) (no 



25,400 



154,500 



4. tttt-T'«S4*ft&<o*gl- 



249,500 



«^PCT/RO/10 1 (HIAff) ( 1 9 9 8^7^) 



1^ 



& m w, ± 4km 



f 540 



w oc"'. ■ 



*B&&*|grtj* Jl 1 T @ 2 # 2 7 # 

* u **** v- 1 5 pg \UjffiiimmvBs 
m 



P C T 



(mimmsm 22^ ^23^) 

[PCT^I!I2 0. 5 (c) ) 



PCT/JP9 8/0 4 4 7 1 



RO10 5 





(b. ^. ^) 

13. 10. 9 8 


<30#^SB# P17053-PO 


a s * it *n 


PCT/J P 9 8/0 4 4 7 1 


0 2.10.98 


@5<cB (B. ^. m 

2 3. 10. 9 7 





1. z.a>wmmm\& ±m<DmRmmtt&xmnwKiBim$zti%.z.ii*mBir&. 



c. 
d. 



*& (MPCT/IB/3 0 1) "T*. flaM*&£3sB*e>l 4«J!#»7l/t%>S1HL 
TV^v^ftJ*, BBKWf»J9ttffiKAC*©B«:a*i-r*. CPCT^I!I2 2. l (c) ] 





MS© % SKA 










0 * H # ft 5= (RO/JP) 








«■ 




SS'SS-Sf 100 TELO 3 -3 5 9 2- 1 3 0 8 
B#BWCSCilJ=l i ftfflE«#BIHT a 4 # 3 # 













iSPCT/RO/10 5 (1992^7^) 



3§#A B*BBMftJ? (g«. 



fF m ± & m 



f 540 



GCT. ? 4. 1993 



* U V- 1 5Pg Oi:&t£f»lF*& 

m 



P C T 



itemed mms o*> 

(PCT3^(4) (i) 14* (1) , aa92 6) 



PCT/J P 9 8/0 4 4 7 1 



RO106 





(b. ^. 

13. 10. 9 8 


CD^^fB-^ P17053-PO 


&tmn 


PCT/J P 9 8/0 4 4 7 1 


HSRffiMB (B. J!. $9 

0 2. 1 0. 9 8 





(PCT^Itj2 6. 4 (a) , &MfimW&mi 5^f#4#M) 
(S^7^1S, PCTHJ2 6. 5#M) 





tMK<Z>%«ttlJl 






0 * B # IF If (RO/JP). 




ff t 


1 W 


^-GTS^ 100 TEL03-3592-1308 
H #BMat«=PftHE«#HHT B 4 # 3 * 









«SPCT/RO/1 0 6 (1 9 9 2^7^) 



$5Spct/ro/io6 mmm 



| PCT/JP J*)/ C ■<*-<£// 



m m hj m. t z o v > x -a <f> « £ % e l 



b.(ZDW«A^*ro«;i&X»i**<o|E*X»±lfen7>«4v» 0 

e . 1 l -frcp'tfe 

a .CZDaiMAc7)^:^X{±«^* < iEL<f£«?tiTv^v> 0 



b .[_Daj«IA<0*T^^fB«$^Tv^v» o 

c .[ZDffilPIAco*T^^iEL<SBtt$^Ti/^v^ 



e . 1 l aiigA^ttfr (gW^SlWlig) 7j*IB«?*tTV^^ 

f . 1 k offi 



3. mmmmconmiz-D^x 



4. ^^tco^t 

a .1 I «lziaiRSiiTv»4v» 0 



5. S&Stco^T 



8btPCT/RO/106 (Wf«»A) (1992^7 fl) 



1. S&fcttJE©^ 

PCT/JP 9 8/0.4 4 7 1 

2. minx 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO. , LTD. 
£>T£ x 5 71-8501 

1006, Oaza Kadoma, Kadoma-shi, Osaka 571-8501 Japan 
S B. H^B Japan 
ffi ffi B#H Japan 

3. ftSA 

5c £ 7 8 2 8 #S± Hi* 5fS£ 

YAMAMOTO Shusaku 

£>T£ X540-6015 n*m*WLm*Wfi*&W&SL--TE 
2#2 7# ^ U X^;l/^«7- 1 5Pt 
Fifteenth Floor, Crystal Tower, 2-27, Shiromi 1-chome, 
Chuo-ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka 540-6015 Japan 




4. ffiJJ£^©Bft 

13. 10. 9 8 





fff. W 




^^56 <o ffl JH 








(I) 

2 3. 10. 9 7 


12 9 1 2 6 5 -SI- 


B*HI Japan 






(2) 

2 3. 10. 9 7 


HI rCt Q £&&fe=25p|5ff . 

^291266^ 


0 *HI Japan 






<3) 

















£f£vm*wa : /_u dhq co 

w* 4 * 

wto* m&m&ieko • • • • 44 ■ * 

WiRojsia -|q # 

-j # 

Hffl 28 -Be 

wm-8<omn& & 

SfSrxrfNH fc±J ^ co l*f> ^TJ 



1. 0?ftmmffla 

3. r3^ffi*tt«<o^u 

4. [_j3a#wp 



5- I IflEJfctMFg (JbgjgVIffl<0( )<D«*$ra2<fti-$) 



6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 



□ 

I I ** u £ty&&T V, *E3W« 



ill* 3f» 




1. SBSlUWi LTffiOi5*vfc»5lco3J8RtoSa«>B 



S: ^ rr* ^ 4CW 



3. sbum* u-c^m$*vfctf«^fdi5fe-f stfaxiiiaan-cAo-c 



4. ttftaAM&sn i^feC2)iwiE^<^mE<c^oiwrartossfitoa 



5. ajJSAlci: Qftsggftft, 



J I» 



□ 



2. mm 



MpnT/»n/mi Uk»mm (ifl9R<B7jn 



m ffi ** 

¥j£ 10^10^ 80 




$>t% *mm%mwmm 5-15-A302 



ft ^ 

^mm^m^mm-^ 5-10 - 1 0 



ft % m* ft*. (|§) 
*.mm*jffi&m 1 - 7 - 1 8 



1. BBRIflK©^ PCT/JP 9 8/0 4.4 7 1 

2. mmA 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO. , LTD. 

* T5 7 1 - 8 5 o i B*m*mffi?mi$ttrm 

1 0 0 6 

1006, Oaza Kadoma, Kadoma-shi, Osaka 571-8501 Japan 
® It B^S Japan 
ffi j3f B#ffl Japan 



3. ftSA 

& £ 7 8 2 8 #S± ill* 3fSE 

YAMAM0T0 Shusaku 
3£ £ T5 4 0-6 0 1 5 H^B^K^Em+^Ett^-TB 
2f 27t * 'JX^^7- 1 5 Ft 

Fifteenth Floor, Crystal Tower, 2-27, Shiromi 1-chome, 
Chuo-ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka 540-6015 Japan 




4. m&fr&\sfc&& 
154, 500P3 



5. mwwmcDBm 




P3 
P3 





33230 3/3 B6 96.11 921 



129, 100R 
25, 400P3 



154, 500P3 



(95, POOR) 



1. mmHimom^ PCT/JP9 8/0 4 4 7 1 

2. tBJUA 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO. , LTD. 
55 £ T571-8501 B^SAISJffPmm^Pm 
1 0 0 6 #±fe 

1006, Oaza Kadoma, Kadoma-shi, Osaka 571-8501 Japan 
ffl $t B^H Japan 
/5t B#S Japan 




7 8 2 8 #S± ULl^: 5f=m 

YAMAMOTO Shusaku 
*S £ T540-6015 B^®^:^A^^K^-TS 
2#27f ^ 'JXW7- 1 

Fifteenth Floor, Crystal Tower, 2-27, Shiromi 1-chome, 
Chuo-ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka 540-6015 Japan 



• 



i. mmrnvm* pctvjp98/0447i 

¥^9^#fPiH02 9 1 2 6 5-Sf- 
^j&9*pmm&2 9 1 2 6 6-S§- 

3. m m a 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO. , LTD. 

&-cg =p 5 7 1 - 8 5 o i B^m^mmf^MM^m 

1 0 0 6#±fe 

1006, Oaza Kadoma, Kadoma-shi, 
Osaka 571-8501 Japan 
9 W B^ffl Japan 
0f B^H Japan 

4. ft S A 

ft * (7 8 2 8)#g± ^ 

YAMAMOTO Shusaku 

£>T£ ¥54 0-6 0 1 5 B^H^^^m^HMm-TB 
2#2 7^- ?')X?Jl?V-l SB 
Fifteenth Floor, Crystal Tower, 2-27, Shiromi 1-chome, 
Chuo-ku, Osaka-shi, Osaka 540-6015 Japan 



5. mmmosm 




¥f&9*&mm&2 9 1 2 6 s^vmftm&m. 1. 



«5fcHl§EBJI®(PCT) 

# m fr M t Jg 



¥J^9^#WJH^2 9 1 2 6 5# 



2. 31 jjc A 

100078282 

^■jx^a^-i sm 
ft £ #s± oj* ?tsi 

«SS#^ 06-949-3910 

m ^ mm mm 




3. ttiii^ 



PCT 



^ 10£ 8 b 



#HS¥ 9-291265 



ft m m 



000005821 
f57 1-850 1 



IE m K(PCT) 



«r ft Ft & t 



1. *#£>^ 

¥^9##ffJH^2 9 1 2 6 6-i§- 



2. If * A 

tfeSlJII-^ 100078282 

06-949-3910 




3. &mm% 



PCT 



m ffi vt 

¥^ 10^ 10^ 80 

IB 



#JH¥ 9-291266 



I8W!l#^- 000005821 
ft HJf f5 7 1 -8 5 0 1 



PCT/JP98/04471 



EATENT COOPERATION TR^^Y 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



PCT 



NOTIFICATION OF RECEIPT OF 
RECORD COPY 

(PCT Rule 24.2(a)) 



To: 



YAMAMOTO, Shusaku 
Crystal Tower, 15th floor 



2-27, Shiromi 1 -chonqe-— 3 ^ , — 3nr > nr-31— 

chuo-ku, nViE-U'J ; SiPm 

Osaka-shi | ) /I ! : - wi.^ti \/ ; . i] 



Osaka 540-6015 
JAPON 



rv\ NOV. - 2. w ■ 
I US. YAKiAMu'sGt 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
16 October 1998 (16.10.98) 


IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 


Applicant's or agent* s file reference 
P17053-P0 


International application No. 
PCT/JP98/04471 



The applicant is hereby notified that the International Bureau has received the record copy of the international application as 
detailed below. 

Name(s) of the applicant(s) and State(s) for which they are applicants: 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. (for all designated States except US) 

KAKUHARI, Isao et al (for US) 
International filing date 02 October 1998 (02.10.98) 

Priority date(s) claimed 23 October 1 997 (23. 1 0.97) 

23 October 1997 (23.10.97) 

Date of receipt of the record copy 

by the International Bureau : 16 October 1 998 ( 1 6. 1 0.98) 

List of designated Offices : 

EP rAT^BE^KCY^DE^K^ES^UFR^B^GRJEJT^aMCNUPT^E 
National :US 



ATTENTION 

The applicant should carefully check the data appearing in this Notification. In case of any discrepancy between these data 
and the indications in the international application, the applicant should immediately inform the International Bureau. 

in addition, the applicant's attention is drawn to the information contained in the Annex, relating to: 
| X| time limits for entry into the national phase 
| X| confirmation of precautionary designations 
requirements regarding priority documents 



X 



A copy of this Notification is being sent to the receiving Office and to the International Searching Authority. 



The International Bureau of WIPO 


Authorized officer: j 


34, chemin des Colombettes 


M. Sakai y^L 


1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 


Facsimile No. (41-22)740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22)338.83.38 J 



Form PCT/IB/301 (July 1998) 



002289191 



ANNEX TO FORM PCT7IB/301 




International application No. 
^ PCT/JP98/04471 



INFORMATION ON TIME LIMITS FOR ENTERING THE NATIONAL PHASE 



The applicant is reminded that the "national phase" must be entered before each of the designated Offices indicated in the 
Notification of Receipt of Record Copy (Form PCT/IB/301) by paying national fees and furnishing translations, as prescribed by 
the applicable national laws. 

The time limit for performing these procedural acts is 20 MONTHS from the priority date or, for those designated States 
which the applicant elects in a demand for international preliminary examination or in a later election, 30 MONTHS from the 
priority date, provided that the election is made before the expiration of 1 9 months from the priority date. Some designated (or 
elected) Offices have fixed time limits which expire even later than 20 or 30 months from the priority date. In other Offices an 
extension of time or grace period, in some cases upon payment of an additional fee, is available. 

In addition to these procedural acts, the applicant may also have to comply with other special requirements applicable in 
certain Offices. It is the applicant's responsibility to ensure that the necessary steps to enter the national phase are taken in a 
timely fashion. Most designated Offices do not issue reminders to applicants in connection with the entry into the national 
phase. 

For detailed information about the procedural acts to be performed to enter the national phase before each designated 
Office, the applicable time limits and possible extensions of time or grace periods, and any other requirements, see the relevant 
Chapters of Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. Information about the requirements for filing a demand for international 
preliminary examination is set out in Chapter IX of Volume I of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

GRand ES became bound by PCT Chapter II on 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, and may, therefore, 
be elected in a demand or a later election filed on or after 7 September 1996 and 6 September 1997, respectively, regardless of 
the filing date of the international application. (See second paragraph above.) 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter tl has 
the right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 



This notification lists only specific designations made under Rule 4.9(a) in the request. It is important to check that these 
designations are correct. Errors in designations can be corrected where precautionary designations have been made under 
Rule 4.9(b). The applicant is hereby reminded that any precautionary designations may be confirmed according to Rule 4.9(c) 
before the expiration of 15 months from the priority date. If it is not confirmed, it will automatically be regarded as withdrawn 
by the applicant. There will be no reminder and no invitation. Confirmation of a designation consists of the filing of a notice 
specifying the designated State concerned (with an indication of the kind of protection or treatment desired) and the payment 
of the designation and confirmation fees. Confirmation must reach the receiving Office within the 15-month time limit. 



For applicants who have not yet complied with the requirements regarding priority documents, the following is recalled. 

Where the priority of an earlier national, regional or international application is claimed, the applicant must submit a copy 
of the said earlier application, certified by the authority with which it was filed ("the priority document") to the receiving Office 
(which will transmit it to the International Bureau) or directly to the International Bureau, before the expiration of 1 6 months from 
the priority date, provided that any such priority document may still be submitted to the International Bureau before that date of 
international publication of the international application, in which case that document will be considered to have been received 
by the International Bureau on the last day of the 16-month time limit (Rule 17.1(a)). 

Where the priority document is issued by the receiving Office, the applicant may, instead of submitting the priority 
document, request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit the priority document to the International Bureau. Such request 
must be made before the expiration of the 16-month time limit and may be subjected by the receiving Office to the payment 
of a fee (Rule 17.1(b)). 

If the priority document concerned is not submitted to the International Bureau or if the request to the receiving Office 
to prepare and transmit the priority document has not been made (and the corresponding fee, if any, paid) within the applicable 
time limit indicated under the preceding paragraphs, any designated State may disregard the priority claim, provided that no 
designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity to furnish the priority 
document within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

Where several priorities are claimed, the priority date to be considered for the purposes of computing the 16-month time 
limit is the filing date of the earliest application whose priority is claimed. 



CONFIRMATION OF PRECAUTIONARY DESIGNATIONS 



REQUIREMENTS REGARDING PRIORITY DOCUMENTS 



Form PCT/IB/301 (Annex) (July 1998) 



002289191 



PCT/JP98/04471 



PCT 



TENT COOPERATION TR^Y 

From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



NOTIFICATION CONCERNING 
SUBMISSION OR TRANSMITTAL 
OF PRIORITY DOCUMENT 

(PCT Administrative Instructions, Section 411) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

15 December 1998 (15.12.98) 



To: 



YAMAMOTO, Shusaku 
Crystal Tower, 15th floor 
2-27, Shiromi 1 ? 
Chuo-ku, 
Osaka-shi 
Osaka 540-601 5 
JAPON 




Applicant's or agent's file reference 
P17053-P0 



IMPORTANT NOTIFICATION 



International application No. 
PCT/JP98/04471 



International filing date (day/mo nth/year) 

02 October 1998 (02.10.98) 



International publication date (day/month/year) 

Not yet published 



Priority date (day/month/year) 

23 October 1997 (23.10.97) 



Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. 



et al 



1. The applicant is hereby notified of the date of receipt (except where the letters "NR" appear in the right-hand column) by the 
International Bureau of the priority document(s) relating to the earlier application(s) indicated below. Unless otherwise 
indicated by an asterisk appearing next to a date of receipt or by the letters "NR", in the right-hand column, the priority 
document concerned was submitted or transmitted to the International Bureau in compliance with Rule 1 7.1 (a) or (b). 

2. This updates and replaces any previously issued notification concerning submission or transmittal of priority documents. 

3. An asterisk^*) appearing next to a date of receipt, in the right-hand column, denotes a priority document submitted 
or transmitted to the International Bureau but not in compliance with Rule 17.1(a) or (b). In such a case, the attention 

, of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim 
concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document 
within a time limit which is reasonable under the circumstances. 

4. The letters "NR" appearing in the right-hand column denote a priority document which was not received by the International 
Bureau or which the applicant did not request the receiving Office to prepare and transmit to the International Bureau, 

as provided by Rule 17.1(a) or (b), respectively. In such a case, the attention of the applicant is directed to Rule 17.1(c) which 
provides that no designated Office may disregard the priority claim concerned before giving the applicant an opportunity, 
upon entry into the national phase, to furnish the priority document within a time limit which is reasonable under the 
circumstances. 



PrigriW date 

23 Octo 1997 (23.10.97) 
23 Octo 1997 (23.10.97) 



Priority application No. 

9/291265 
9/291266 



Country or regional Office 
or PCT receiving Office 

JP 
JP 



Date of receipt 
of priority document 

11 Dece 1998 (11.12.98) 
11 Dece 1998 (11.12.98) 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer 

K. Takeda 

Telephone No. (41 -22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/304 (July 1998) 



002392925 



# 



TENT COOPERATION TR 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



WO 99/22549 
PCT/JP98/04471 



PCT 



NOTICE INFORMING THE APPLICANT OF THE 
COMMUNICATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
APPLICATION TO THE DESIGNATED OFFICES 

(PCT Rule 47.1(c), first sentence) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 

06 May 1999 (06.05.99) 



To: 



YAMAMOTO, Shusaku 
Crystal Tower, 15th floor 
2-27, Shiromi 1-chome 
Chuo-ku, 

Osaka-shi : 7-~V 

Osaka 540-6015 ■ 
JAPON ..-V 
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Applicant's or agent's file reference 

P17053-P0 


IMPORTANT NOTICE 


International application No. 
PCT/JP98/04471 


International filing date (day/mo nth/year) 
02 October 1998 (02.10.98) 


Priority date (day/mo nth/year) 

23 October 1997 (23.10.97) 


Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. et al 



1. Notice is hereby given that the International Bureau has communicated, as provided in Article 20, the international application 
to the following designated Offices on the date indicated above as the date of mailing of this Notice: 

EP,US 



In accordance with Rule 47.1 (c), third sentence, those Offices will accept the present Notice as conclusive evidence that 
the communication of the international application has duly taken place on the date of mailing indicated above and no copy 
of the international application is required to be furnished by the applicant to the designated Office(s). 

2. The following designated Offices have waived the requirement for such a communication at this time: 

None 



The communication will be made to those Offices only upon their request. Furthermore, those Offices do not requjre the 
applicant to furnish a copy of the international application (Rule 49.1 (a-bis)). 

3. Enclosed with this Notice is a copy of the international application as published by the International Bureau on 
06 May 1999 (06.05.99) under No. WO 99/22549 

REMINDER REGARDING CHAPTER II (Article 31(2)(a) and Rule 54.2) 

If the applicant wishes to postpone entry into the national phase until 30 months (or later in some Offices) from the priority 
date, a demand for international preliminary examination must be filed with the competent International Preliminary 
Examining Authority before the expiration of 19 months from the priority date. 

It is the applicant's sole responsibility to monitor the 19-month time limit. 

Note that only an applicant who is a national or resident of a PCT Contracting State which is bound by Chapter II has the 
right to file a demand for international preliminary examination. 

REMINDER REGARDING ENTRY INTO THE NATIONAL PHASE (Article 22 or 39(1)) 

If the applicant wishes to proceed with the international application in the national phase, he must, within 20 months 
or 30 months, or later in some Offices, perform the acts referred to therein before each designated or elected Office. 

For further important information on the time limits and acts to be performed for entering the national phase, see the 
Annex to Form PCT/IB/301 (Notification of Receipt of Record Copy) and Volume II of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 





Authorized officer 




The International Bureau of WIPO 






34, chemin des Colombettes 


J. Zahra 




1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 




Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 




Form PCT/IB/308 (July 1996) 




2593352 



PCT/JP98/04471 



PCT 



TENT COOPERATION TR 



0 



From the INTERNATIONAL BUREAU 



INFORMATION CONCERNING ELECTED 
OFFICES NOTIFIED OF THEIR ELECTION 

(PCT Rule 61.3) 



Date of mailing (day/month/year) 
08 June 1999 (08.06.99) 



To: 



YAMAMOTO, Shusaku 
Crystal Tower, 15th floor 
2-27, Shiromi 1-chome— 
Chuo-ku, | i '[ : 

Osaka-shi M 
Osaka 540-6015 
JAPON 



IP 



C\ JISi 21.1999 | u 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

P17053-P0 


IMPORTANT INFORMATION 


International application No. 
PCT/JP98/04471 


International filing date (day/month/year) 

02 October 1998 (02.10.98) 


Priority date (day/month/year) 

23 October 1997 (23.10.97) 


Applicant 

MATSUSHITA ELECTRIC INDUSTRIAL CO., LTD. et al 



1 . The applicant is hereby informed that the International Bureau has, according to Article 31 (7), notified each of the following 
Offices of its election: 

EP iA^BE^H^D^DK^ES^FUFR^B^GRJEJT^U^CNL^P^SE 

National :US 

2. The following Offices have waived the requirement for the notification of their election; the notification will be sent to them 
by the International Bureau only upon their request: 

None 

3. The applicant is reminded that he must enter the "national phase" before the expiration of 30 months from the priority date 
before each of the Offices listed above. This must be done by paying the national fee(s) and furnishing , if prescribed, a 
translation of the international application (Article 39(1 )(a)), as well as, where applicable, by furnishing a translation of any 
annexes of the international preliminary examination report (Article 36(3)(b) and Rule 74.1). 

Some offices have fixed time limits expiring later than the above-mentioned time limit. For detailed information about the 
applicable time limits and the acts to be performed upon entry into the national phase before a particular Office, see Volume II 
of the PCT Applicant's Guide. 

The entry into the European regional phase is postponed until 31 months from the priority date for all States designated for 
the purposes of obtaining a European patent. 





The International Bureau of WIPO 
34, chemin des Colombettes 
121 1 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Facsimile No. (41-22) 740.14.35 


Authorized officer: y 

Sean Taylor <^ ^JJ 

Telephone No. (41-22) 338.83.38 



Form PCT/IB/332 (September 1997) 
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business within the territory of one of the EPC Contracting States 
may initiate the regional (European) processing of the international 
application themselves, provided they do so before expiry of the 21st 
or 31st month as from the priority date (see Legal Advice of the EPO 
no. 18/92 published in OJ EPO 1992, 58). 

Note, however, that such applicants must be represented in the 
regional phase before the EPO as designated or elected Office by a 
professional representative whose name appears on the EPO list of 
representatives (Arts. 133(2) and 134(1) EPC). 

After expiry of the 21st or 31st month, any procedural steps which 
are taken by the representative of the applicant in the international 
phase, who is not, however, entitled to practise before the EPO, will 
have no effect and will, thus, result in loss of rights. 

The appointment of a professional representative entitled to practise 
before the EPO is possible/advisable at an early stage during the 
international phase (any time after the 14th month from the priority 
date) in view of representing applicants before the EPO as designated 
or elected Office. 
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Therefore, an appointment in due time is strongly recommended, if it 
is intended that this representative should already act for entry 
into the regional phase, otherwise all communications will be for- 
warded from the EPO directly to the applicant. 

3. Applicants having their address within the territory of one of the 
EPC Contracting States are not obliged to appoint a professional 
representative entitled to practise before the EPO to represent them 
in the regional phase where the EPO is designated or elected Office. 

Note that due to the complexity of the proceedings, applicants are 
strongly advised to appoint such representative. Please keep in mind 
that, if a professional representative before the EPO has already 
acted for the applicant during the international phase, this repre- 
sentative is not automatically regarded as the representative for the 
regional phase. 

4. Applicants and professional representatives are recommended to 

file EPO Form 1200 (available free of charge from the EPO) for entry 
into the regional phase. The use of Form 1200, however, is not 
mandatory. 

5. FOR ENTRY INTO THE REGIONAL PHASE BEFORE THE EPO the following 
procedural steps must be taken. (Note that non-completion or in- 
effective completion of the required steps will result in loss of 
rights or other disadvantage. ) 

5.1 Within 21 months from the date of filing or (where applicable) 
from the earliest priority date if the EPO acts as DESIGNATED 
OFFICE pursuant to Article 22(1) PCT: 

a) Filing of a translation of the international application in an 
EPO official language if the International Bureau did not 
publish the application in one of those languages (Art. 22(1) 
PCT and Rule 104b(l)(a) EPC). 

Note that if such translation is not filed in due time, the 
international application before the EPO is deemed withdrawn 
(Art. 24(1) (iii) PCT). 

b) Payment of the national fee [national basic fee, the designa- 
tion fee for each State designated, (where applicable) the 
claims fees for the eleventh and each subsequent claim] and 
the search fee, where a supplementary European search report 
has to be drawn up (Rule 104b(l)(b), (c) EPC). 

Upon expiry of the 21 -month time limit provided for in Rule 
104b(l) EPC the EPO sends the applicant or his appointed profes- 
sional representative the communication pursuant to Rule 85a(l) 
EPC (Form 1217) and (where applicable) Rule 69(1) EPC (Form 1205) 
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unless it has been notified of its designation as elected Office 
in due time. 

5.2 Within 31 months from the date of filing or (where applicable) 

from the earliest priority date if the EPO acts as ELECTED OFFICE 
pursuant to Article 39(1) (a) PCT: > 

a) Filing of a translation as under 5.1 a). 

b) Payment of the fees as under 5.1 b) . 

c) Filing of the written request for examination and payment of 
the examination fee (Rule 104b(l)(d) EPC). 

Note that both acts must be performed in due time, otherwise 
the European patent application shall be deemed to be with- 
drawn (Art. 94(3) EPC). 

d) Payment of the renewal fee for the third year, if due before 
the expiration of the 31-month term (Rule 104b(l)(e) EPC). 

6. The amounts of the fees (equivalent in all currencies) are 
regularly published in the Official Journal of the EPO. 

If the national basic fee, the designation fees or the search fee 
have not been paid in time, they may still be validly paid within a 
grace period of one month as from notification of an EPO communica- 
tion (Rule 85a(l) EPC). 

If the renewal fee is not paid in time, it may still be validly paid 
within six months from the due date (Art. 86(2) EPC). 

In both cases, a surcharge is due. 

7. The international search report under Article 18 PCT (or the declara- 
tion under Article 17(2)(a) PCT) has been published by the Interna- 
tional Bureau. The date of publication can be ascertained from the 
copy of the published application documents sent by the International 
Bureau or from the international search report, if published sepa- 
rately. This publication takes the place of the mention of the publi- 
cation of the European search report (Art. 157(1) EPC). 

A request for examination, comprising a written request and payment 
of the examination fee, must be filed up to the end of six months 
after the above date. 
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However, in view of Article 22 or 39 PCT in conjunction with Rule 
104b(l)(d) EPC, the period for filing the request for examination 
does not expire before 21 or 31 months, respectively, from the date 
of filing (where applicable, the earliest priority date). 

A period of grace of one month from notification of an EPO communica- 
tion is available in case either or both of the above acts have not 
been performed in time. Accordingly, a surcharge is due (Rule 85b 
EPC) . 

8. This information letter is addressed by the EPO to the agent, if any, 
having acted for the applicant during the international phase of the 
application. 

Any further notifications on procedural matters will be addressed to 
the applicant, respectively his European representative, if the 
appointment of the latter has been communicated to the EPO in due 
time* 

9. For further details see the information for PCT applicants concerning 
time limits and procedural steps before the EPO as a designated and 
as an elected Office under the PCT (published as Supplement No. 1 to 
OJ EPO 12/1992, with changes published in OJ EPO 1994, 131). 

Concerning the list of professional representatives before the 
European Patent Office (see points 2 and 3), EPO Form 1200 (see 
point 4) and the actual fees to be paid (see point 6) we refer to 
the EPO's Internet address: 
http: //www. european-patent-office.org. 



RECEIVING SECTION 




BlatWajjeJHuille 



Anmeldung Nr/Appli cation No/Demande n* .//Patent Nr. /Patent No./Brevet n". 



98945599.3 



4 



EPO FORM 1201 (08.98) 



000 



